
Otterford Parish Council 

Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday, 9 October 2018 at 19.30 hrs. 

Present: OPC Councillors Mike Canham(Chairman), Rosie Viant (Vice Chairman), Phil Wright, 
Steve Campbell and Charlie Field, SCC Councillor John Thorne, TDBC Councillor Ross Henley and 
the Clerk. 

Item Detail Action

Community Time 
None

Reports from other organisations 

SCC Cllr John Thorne reported on the following:   
• Finances – An EGM of the full council will be held on 17 October, in the Shire 
Hall at 9.30 am. This was requested by leaders of opposition groups who want 
to debate what Plan B will be if SCC cannot deliver all the savings agreed 
recently. He had recently resigned from the council’s audit committee.  
• Superfast broadband – Gigaclear have now admitted they have failed to 
deliver the roll-out (in Somerset) and have no hope of meeting the original 
contract, so are proposing new plans to CDS by the end of October. This 
appears to have come as a complete surprise to CDS. JT is calling for heads 
to roll on the CDS board because of poor oversight and management of the 
contract.  
• Footpaths - A regional training day for Local Access Forum members will be 
held on November 29, in Ruishton. Training will be given on recording public 
rights of way, because the ability to claim rights of way based upon pre-1949 
evidence will cease in 2026, and there is a growing interest among 
communities in knowing how to record any unrecorded historical rights of 
way.  
• Potholes - The number of potholes being reported on the highways fell to a 

record weekly low, down to 164 against 1,034 at the beginning of May, 
although 182 were filled in the last week of September. People can help 
SCC Highways stay on top of carriageway repairs by reporting defects 
through www.travelsomerset.co.uk.  

• Libraries – Publication of the proposals for the future look of the library 
service was postponed from 27 September to 16 October. The proposals will 
go to cabinet on 5 November for decisions to be taken.  
• Learning disabilities – A peer support group is being set up in Taunton and 
county are looking for a volunteer to facilitate it. Anybody interested should 
email JBellew@somerset.gov.uk.  
• Dementia care – A further workshop is to be held to discuss the changes to 

provision of day care services for people with dementia (date, venue tba). 
Day service provision will change from February, with development of 
personalised community-based services and/or personal payments direct to 
patients or their carers to purchase the services they choose. 

• ‘Home First’ – This initiative has in its first year helped more than 2,000 
patients avoid 7,500 nights in hospital. This has cut NHS costs significantly and 
improved quality of life for patients. 

http://www.travelsomerset.co.uk
mailto:JBellew@somerset.gov.uk


Cllr Ross Henley – reported that TDBC leader Cllr Williams has resurrected the 
idea of using Otterford B as a temporary travellers site.  SCC (who own the 
site) has still to evict the squatter who has lived there for several years so this is 
not likely to happen any time soon. The vote of confidence in Cllr Williams did 
not take place. RH has organised an online petition (on change.org) about 
the withdrawal of road gritting in the Blackdowns, which has 500 signatures so 
far.  The Boundary Commission’s decisions on SW&T ward boundaries are due 
on 23rd October.

Avon & Somerset Constabulary – not present.   

1. Apologies 
None.  



2. Declarations of Interest  
1. Cllr Canham is a member of the Otterford Parish Hall Committee 
2. Cllrs Canham and Viant are Trustees of the Otterford Charity 
There were no further Declarations of Interest in agenda items that accord 
with any Disclosable Pecuniary Interest (s31 & 33 of the Localism Act 2011). 
3.  Cllr Canham is a member of the fingerpost restoration team (3.2.4) 

3. Meeting of 11 September 

3.1 The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed and signed.  

3.2 Matters Arising: 

3.2.1 Holman Clavel – Tree(s) in Paddock.  As discussed in September, Cllr Viant to 
obtain a list of local arborealists from her son, a tree surgeon. Cllr Canham 
and the Clerk had looked at the Holman Clavel Insurance and thought the 
current wording was vague on this point.  Cllr Field offered to check the 
wording with a colleague at SCC.  Clerk to ensure land is specified in 
insurance schedules in future.   

RV 

CF 
Clerk

3.2.2 Bridleway –– Peter Hobley (SCC) had sent in plans for the repair of the 
bridleway and advised that the works would cost in the region of £14k.  This 
was a much cheaper design than the previous one and the Council agreed 
to ask him to go ahead with preparation to allow the Council to let and 
manage the contract.  

Clerk 

3.2.3 Whatley Road.  The work had now been completed, to a very high standard. 

3.2.4 Fingerposts – Cllr Canham reported that work on the posts had now ceased 
for the winter.  The Feltham post still had to be completed by West Country 
Blacksmiths and two replacement arms were still awaited for other posts, but 
otherwise only the Corfe Hill fingerpost (in storage) was outstanding – to be 
restored next year.   
Cllr Wright had been in touch with his friend who might be able to mend this 
but he had not yet inspected the post.  Additionally, the signpost to Buckland 
(actually in Whitestaunton parish) would be restored in 2019.  
[Cllr Canham declared an interest at this point.] The ‘fingerposters’ had saved 
the Council approximately £5k through voluntarily restoring the posts over the 
last 8 months, inputting approximately 170 hours. It was agreed that the 
Council should acknowledge this by inviting them and partners to join the 
Parish Council for a ‘thank you’ supper.  

PW 

Clerk

4. Planning 

4.1 New applications  -   
29/18/0018, Construction of roof to join main house and extension, 
replacement of glazed link between house and extension with wall and 
installation of window at Royston Cottage, Whatley Road, Churchinford.  
29/18/0012, Erection of general purpose agricultural building at Underdown 
Cottage, Royston Rd, Bishopswood.  The Council had no comment on these 
applications.

http://www2.tauntondeane.gov.uk/asp/webpages/plan/PlAppDets.asp?casefullref=29/18/0018


4.2    Applications granted - 29/18/0014, Erection of lean-to extension for fodder 
storage on agricultural building at Church Farm, Otterford Road, Culmhead 

4.3 Applications refused/withdrawn – none 

5. Other Matters – 

5.1 World War 1 Centenary – Commemoration Weekend & Booklet.  
Cllr Canham gave a final update. The booklet was with the designer. Cllr 
Canham displayed one of the 10 perspex ‘Tommies’ which had been 
donated by a forces charity. It was agreed one of them could be engraved 
with the names of the Otterford fallen and displayed permanently in the 
Parish Hall.   

Clerk

5.2 Otterford ‘Summer Fete’- the issue of a 2019 Summer Fete (including whether 
there should be one) will be considered in the new year. 

B/F Jan 
2019 

5.3 Road Gritting & Salt Bins – the bin near the parish hall had been seriously 
damaged and needed replacing. It was agreed to purchase one: the 
replacement would be moved to a less vulnerable location at the end of 
Woodside Meadows.  
Residents at the bottom of the village had complained they did not have a 
bin (the one there was badly damaged and removed some time ago). It was 
agreed to purchase a new bin to be sited on the verge at the pub end of the 
Marsh road.   
The bin opposite Westfield had been tipped over again and a lot of salt had 
been lost. Cllr Field will right the bin and rescue as much salt as possible. It will 
be topped up a little from the other bins. Clr Field to advise Clerk if that bin is 
unusable: if so a third new bin will be purchased.  
Cllr Wright advised he had only a small supply of salt in small bags left from 
previous years; the Council would consider purchasing further supplies.  
 

Clerk 

Clerk 

CF/ 
Clerk 

5.4 Otterford Playing Fields – The Parish Handyman (SS) had finished the 
outstanding work on play equipment in the field, which he had done on a 
voluntary basis.  The Parish Handyman (PH) had fixed the picnic tables in the 
lower field, and the bench in the upper field, in place as discussed at the 
September meeting. The goalposts needed rubbing down and repainting – it 
was agreed to action this.  
The Clerk had emailed Alvian again about the work to the ‘castle’ play 
equipment and they had said they would do it as soon as they could.   
A new waste bin had yet to be sourced.  
Cllrs Viant and Cambell would carry out the six-monthly inspection of the field.    

Clerk 
Clerk 

MC 
RV/SC

6. Correspondence  
None. 

7.   Financial matters 

7.1 Deposit accounts – the Clerk apologised that she had still not had time to set 
up the second account but would do so at the first opportunity.  
 

Clerk

http://www2.tauntondeane.gov.uk/asp/webpages/plan/PlAppDets.asp?casefullref=29/18/0014


7.2 Half-yearly summary of receipts and payments accounts – deferred until 
November. 

B/F to 
Nov

7.3 Monthly financial summary – noted.  It was agreed to increase the monthly S/
O for hall rental to £12, as the treasurer had advised that this was the updated 
cost of the Wright Room. 

Clerk 

7.3 Payment of invoices – agreed. 

8. Date of next meeting:   7.30pm, Tuesday 13 November 2018 in the Wright 
Room, Otterford Parish Hall.


