Otterford Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday, 10 October 2017 at 19.30 hrs.

Present: OPC Councillors Mike Canham(Chairman), Rosie Viant (Vice Chairman), Charlie Field, Steve Campbell and the Clerk.
	Item
	Detail

	Action

	
	Community Time
 None
 
	

	
	Reports from other organisations

	

	
	Cllr Thorne – sent apologies and written update as unable to attend
Cllr Henley – not present

	

	
	Avon & Somerset Constabulary – not present


	

	1.
	Apologies
Cllr Wright (illness)

	

	2.
	Declarations of Interest 
1. Cllr MC is a member of the Otterford Parish Hall Committee

2. Cllrs MC and RV are Trustees of the Otterford Charity
3. Cllr PW – work at OPF (Item 5.2)
There were no further Declarations of Interest in agenda items that accord with any Disclosable Pecuniary Interest (s31 & 33 of the Localism Act 2011).

	

	3.
	Meeting of 12 September

	

	3.1
	The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed and signed. 

	

	3.2
	Matters Arising:


	

	3.2.1
	Parish Hall – no further progress – ongoing. 
 
	MC


	3.2.2
	Parish Website – Cllr Campbell and the Clerk had now attended the training. Some Councillor profiles, and additional pages/information, still needed to be added. It was agreed to add statement to agenda, minutes and finance/audit pages saying ‘hard copies of documents from earlier years are available from the Parish Clerk’.

	All


	3.2.3
	First Aid refresher courses – given the difficulties organising this it was agreed that first aid box 4 be re-claimed and reallocated.  
Note: after the meeting John and Penny Gale agreed to hold box 2 (reallocated from Matt Cotterill) 


	Clerk

	3.2.4
	Bridleway –  MC, SC and the Parish Handyman had cleared the bottom of the goyle from the lower track and the collapsed section as agreed with SCC.   SCC would be advised and should now organise the survey.

	MC

	3.2.5
	Playing field – Clerk still to investigate what notices were missing from the field (as per the Inspection report).  Parish Handyman would start his remedial work in early November as he was fully booked until then. 
Cllr Viant had checked with Natural Futures about cuts to the conservation strip – next year these should be cut once only in late July/early August and all grass removed (as per existing contract). Clerk to advise contractors.
Lease – there was now less than five years to run, and the Council could not obtain grants for any repair/upgrade of play equipment (or for any other purpose). RV had raised this with the Allotments Charity, who might be prepared to renew the Lease early.  Matter to be kept under review.

	Clerk

Clerk

	3.2.6
	Bank accounts – the BOI accounts were now closed and the balances had been transferred to the Santander Business account.  The Clerk would set in train arrangements for the new bank account with Unity Trust when she was back from holiday.  A new deposit account would be researched.

	Clerk

	3.2.7
	NHS health checks – the twelve sessions on 19 October were fully booked and a further eight sessions had been offered on 23 November in the afternoon/evening.


	

	3.2.8
	Community defibrillators – MC had submitted grant applications to the National Lottery and to TDBC.   


	

	4.
	Planning


	

	4.1
	New applications  - 
29/17/0024, Change of use of land from agriculture to tourism with siting of 3 shepherds’ huts at Frys Moor House, Moor Lane Churchinford.  No comment.

29/17/0027, Erection to front of The Mount, Otterford Rd, Culmhead.  No comment.

29/17/0029, Erection of a detached timber-framed garage and car port with storage above at Yalham Hayes, Otterford Rd, Culmhead.  No comment.


	Clerk
Clerk
Clerk

	4.2    
	Applications granted – none

	

	4.3
	Applications withdrawn– 29/17/0016, erection of agricultural livestock isolation building, Feltham Park Farm

	

	4.4
	Applications refused by TDBC – 29/17/0019, Erection of two storey extension to front and internal alterations to Royston Cottage, Whatley Rd, Churchinford. As agreed last month, the new bridge on this site had been reported to planning enforcement, and they had also been informed that work appeared to have been started on the Cottage itself.


	

	5.
	Other Matters -

	

	5.1
	Blackdown Hills Parish Network (BHPN) – Dr Bass had a sudden family illness and had sent apologies for this meeting but hoped to attend the November meeting.

	

	5.2
	TDBC grant scheme, Parish Play Areas – one suggestion had been received, requesting a zip wire for children. This was not agreed, given safety concerns in an unsupervised play area. Additionally, the Parish Council would be ineligible for a grant this time – see Paragraph 3.2.5 above.
	Clerk


	5.3
	Parish Handyman Service 2018-2020. The current contract would end on 31st December; the Council was pleased with the way it had run and what had been achieved and agreed that it should continue. The Clerk circulated a draft ITT for a three year contract. It was agreed to advertise this in the CBO News and on the website. 

	Clerk/SC



	5.4
	Fingerpost Restoration Project – The SDF grant application was noted, and minor revisions to Phase 1A were agreed. The work would start in March 2018.

	

	6.
	Correspondence – correspondence was noted.


	

	7.   
	Financial matters


	

	7.1
	Half-year summary of receipts and payments – the Council noted the summary.


	

	7.2
	2016-17 External Audit – this had been signed off by Grant Thornton.

 
	

	7.3
	Monthly financial summary – noted.
	

	7.4
	Payment of invoices – agreed and cheques signed.


	

	8.
	AOB
	

	8.1
	MC reported a meeting with representatives of BSM Parish Council and church about the planned commemoration weekend to mark the centenary of the end of WW1. Work was ongoing on the draft programme which would be reported to the November Council meeting. 

Separately a further meeting, with volunteers about research into the names on the Otterford Memorial, had been organised for later in the week.

 
	MC

	8.2
	MC advised the Council would have to indicate in November whether it was planning to raise a precept next year.   


	

	9.
	Date of next meeting:   7.30pm, Tuesday 14 November 2017
	

















