Otterford Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday, 14 November 2017 at 19.30 hrs.

Present: OPC Councillors Mike Canham(Chairman), Charlie Field, Phil Wright and Steve Campbell, SCC Cllr John Thorne, Dr Catherine Bass, co-ordinator of the Blackdown Hills Parish Network, two parishioners and the Clerk.
	Item
	Detail

	Action

	
	Community Time
Two parishioners attended for item 4.1.  Nothing else was raised under Community Time. 
 
	

	
	Reports from other organisations

	

	
	Cllr Thorne – reported a number of ongoing issues he was dealing with at SCC.  There was a drive to recruit more foster carers and ‘Stepping Stones’ carers.  He would send details to the Clerk for the CBO News.
Cllr Henley – not present

	JT



	
	Avon & Somerset Constabulary – not present


	

	1.
	Apologies
Cllr Viant

	

	2.
	Declarations of Interest 
1. Cllr MC is a member of the Otterford Parish Hall Committee

2. Cllr MC is a Trustee of the Otterford Charity
There were no further Declarations of Interest in agenda items that accord with any Disclosable Pecuniary Interest (s31 & 33 of the Localism Act 2011).

	

	3.
	Meeting of 10 October

	

	3.1
	The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed and signed. 

	

	3.2
	Matters Arising:


	

	3.2.1
	Parish Hall – no further progress – ongoing. 
 
	MC


	3.2.2
	Parish Website – Cllr Campbell agreed to add a statement to agenda, minutes and finance/audit pages saying ‘hard copies of documents from earlier years are available from the Parish Clerk’.  A grant of £721 from SALC towards costs of the new website had been received.

	All


	3.2.3
	First Aid boxes – box 4 had been reallocated.  One further box still to be reallocated.

	Clerk

	3.2.4
	Bridleway – MC had chased Peter Hobley (SCC) regarding the survey but he was unavailable until the end of November.  

	B/F to Dec

	3.2.5
	Playing field – the Clerk had established what notices were required for the field and had obtained two notices to be put up in the field, one at each entry point.  The Parish Handyman had just started the remedial work to the equipment in the field.  

	Clerk



	3.2.6
	Bank accounts – arrangements would now be made for the account with Unity Trust Bank and options for a new deposit account researched.

	Clerk

	3.2.7
	NHS health checks – the twelve sessions on 19 October had gone well and the 23 November sessions were fully booked. Several other people could not be accommodated.

	

	3.2.8
	Community Defibrillators – grant applications to the National Lottery and to TDBC submitted: the TDBC one approved, response awaited from the National Lottery who had requested additional documentation.    


	MC

	3.2.9
	Fingerpost Restoration Project – SDF grant of £1,920 had been approved.

South West Blacksmiths had started work on Phase 1A of the project (3 fingerposts). Unfortunately, one of the posts cracked during initial restoration work. It was agreed to pay an additional £300 for the further work necessary.   The order for Phase 1B (3 more fingerposts) had been placed with SCC for work by their Schedule of Works contractor Skanska. 

	

	4.
	Planning


	

	4.1
	New applications  - 29/17/0026 Erection of an agricultural building for the siting of a temporary worker’s dwelling within, at Fyfett Yard, Otterford.  This was an alternative scheme to that proposed and refused by TDBC earlier this year (29/17/0002) but to which OPC had not objected.  The application was considered and it was agreed to make no comment.
29/17/0030, extension to stone barn to provide livestock handling area at Feltham Park Farm, Adcombe Lane, Corfe.  This was an alternative scheme to 29/17/0016, erection of an agricultural livestock isolation building, to which the Council had objected and which was subsequently withdrawn.  The Council agreed not to object on this occasion, as the new scheme was an improvement in terms of scale and visual impact, but to make no comment.

	Clerk
Clerk

	4.2    
	Applications granted – 29/17/0021 Erection of replacement garage with store above at North Pole, Holman Clavel Road, Otterford

	

	4.3
	Applications withdrawn –  none

	

	4.4
	Planning enforcement, TDBC – 29/17/0019, Erection of two storey extension to front and internal alterations to Royston Cottage, Whatley Rd, Churchinford. Planning enforcement had acted upon the Partish Council’s complaint about the new bridge at Royston Cottage and the owners were now required to either remove the bridge and the gabion baskets, both of which required planning permission, or apply for retrospective permission. 

	

	5.
	Other Matters -

	

	5.1
	Blackdown Hills Parish Network (BHPN) – Dr Catherine Bass, Co-ordinator of the BHPN, talked about the work of the BHPN and invited the Council to become a full member.  This would involve a small annual financial contribution of between 20-25p per parish elector. It was agreed to join and contribute £50 as a membership fee.      

	Clerk

	5.2
	World War 1 centenary 
5.2.1 Commemoration – MC shared the latest draft programme for the commemorative weekend planned jointly with BSM PC. This was agreed.
5.2.2 Otterford Booklet – MC updated the Council on background research into parishioners listed on the Otterford war memorial and sought approval for subscriptions to 3 websites to complete the research, costing approximately £370 for a year.  This was agreed. 
It was agreed to apply for a grant to help with commemorative weekend costs and the production of the booklet.  

	Clerk



	5.3
	Capital & Revenue Works Programme / Parish Plan Action Plan.  The Council reviewed the Programme and Plan. 
	

	6.
	Correspondence – correspondence was noted.


	

	7.   
	Financial matters


	

	7.1
	2018/19 Precept.  The Council agreed not to introduce a precept in FY 2018-19.

	

	7.2
	Monthly financial summary – noted.
	

	7.3
	Payment of invoices – agreed and cheques signed.


	

	8.
	AOB
	

	8.1
	It was noted that the next Parish Litter Pick would be held on 18th November.
	

	9.
	Date of next meeting:   7.30pm, Tuesday 12 December 2017
	

















